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ABSTRACT

The Namagua Dove Oena capensis (Linnaeus, 1766) is a widespread
Afrotropical species whose distribution has expanded northwards across North
Africa during recent decades, with breeding populations now established in
southern Egypt and recent records from Algeria and Western Sahara. Despite
this expansion, the species had not previously been recorded in Libya. We report
the first documented record of O. capensis in the country, based on photographs
of a single adult male observed at Al-Jaghbub Oasis in eastern Libya on 9 May
2026. The bird was identified from its distinctive plumage, including the black
head and throat, grey body, elongated pointed tail, and reddish bill. Local
observations indicated that a similar individual had been seen at the same
locality in September 2024 and September 2025, although these earlier sightings
lacked photographic documentation. The 2026 individual remained in the oasis
for three days and was observed using power lines, old buildings, and open
ground. Al-Jaghbub Oasis, located close to the Libyan Egyptian border,
provides permanent water and cultivated habitats that likely function as
ecological stepping stones across the Sahara. This record fills an important gap
in the known distribution of O. capensis in North Africa and is consistent with
the species' ongoing natural range expansion from Egypt westwards. The
finding also highlights the importance of continued ornithological monitoring
of Libyan desert oases, which remain insufficiently surveyed and may support
additional previously unrecorded bird species.

ed & (Oena capensis Linnaeus, 1766) &35! dslodd Jo¥1 |uoeend)

" W gP ! e oWls

dgs By LYl aanly 223 g1V o Oena capensis (Linnaeus, 1766) Ll dkyb 2ald) e
LS jan oy 3 Rbdas Sleget el o @Y1 opal I LT W 2 Bpds s s Gl
a5 Ll Lad 3 501 10 e 03 sl Va8 oy il slally S (3 B oSl
Grie Cpd) Bty 3 dagd WU ST 3L e Ul blanl (b 3 O. capensis 1 gy Jonws Jsf 2l
Gy A els @ b ) asidl slive e bl Sl Jo Gpedl (g 55 2026 5L 9 syln L
3 Bl b saales J) ale olbdle o)lal LS et Ll cdll Joglall Lills cgsala i pedly 0135
s ¢ I 380 jpall By § sl &l 0TV 20255 2024 ale o et (565 IS 4 135
&y Amgaild 21y AR LU Oy ol g8 bgas e dnsdy (ol B3 sl il 3 oS 2026 w3
By ol 93 (35 O Jaztt &slyj Blaay 2adls ol jolas 35y cdppall Bl 3l e AL s dly
O. capensis sy dilad) Ball 3 Gags sgmd domy Joomemedl s LS el e (3 jslall Aol Bt 2
Lo ) Aloln 8T Bl s USH LS e 0 Bl L5 gl paned) mdell gl e BBl LT U
AT el e sS850 1S 2 JIE Y G ll) gl ) Sl B sdall 510 Sl

S Gl i



https://doi.org/10.63359/ba31tv26

Eisaand Etayeb., 2026

Vol,8 No.2 Agusts, 2026

INTRODUCTION

Libya occupies a strategic position along the central
Mediterranean flyway, forming an important bridge
between Africa and Europe for migratory birds. The
country's diverse habitats, including coastal wetlands,
desert oases, mountains and extensive Saharan
landscapes, support a rich avifauna of more than 350
recorded species, including resident, migratory and
wintering birds. Although the Libyan avifauna has been
extensively documented, new national records continue
to emerge as ornithological surveys increase, particularly
in underexplored regions, highlighting the need for
continued monitoring and documentation of the country's
bird diversity (Isenmann et al., 2016).

The Namaqua Dove Oena capensis (Linnaeus, 1766) is
the only species of the genus Oena (Columbidae) and is
widely distributed throughout sub-Saharan Africa,
extending into the Arabian Peninsula and Madagascar. It
inhabits a variety of arid and semi-arid environments,
including open savannas, scrublands, dry river valleys,
cultivated areas and oases. Although generally regarded
as a resident species, some populations exhibit seasonal
or nomadic movements in response to rainfall and food
availability (Hering et al., 2015; Lawicki, 2020).

During recent decades, O. capensis has undergone a
marked northward range expansion across the Western
Palearctic and North Africa. Breeding populations have
become established in southern Egypt, while recent
records from Western Sahara and Algeria suggest
continued natural colonisation of previously unoccupied
areas (Hering et al., 2015; Lawicki, 2020; Haddad et al.,
2023).

Despite this expansion, the species has not previously
been recorded in Libya, and recent reviews of its
distribution specifically noted the absence of confirmed
records from the country (Lawicki, 2020; Haddad et al.,
2023).

Here, we report the first documented record of the
Namaqua Dove Oena capensis in Libya, based on a
photographed adult male observed in Al-Jaghbub Oasis,
eastern Libya, in May 2026, and discuss its significance
in the context of the species' ongoing range expansion in
North Africa.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

permanent groundwater-fed date palm groves, small
agricultural fields and scattered trees, creating an
important ecological refuge for resident and migratory
birds. Owing to its strategic location near the Egyptian
border and within the Saharan desert, the oasis represents
a significant stopover habitat for birds crossing or
inhabiting the eastern Sahara (Azafzaf et al., 2005; Smart
et al., 2006).

Fig. 1. Map of Al-Jaghbub Oasis and its location.

Methods:
It was done through direct observation and

documentation with a digital camera, but the zoom power
was weak (18-55 mm).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Study area

Al-Jaghbub Oasis is located in the southeastern part of
Cyrenaica, eastern Libya, approximately 290 km south of
Tobruk and about 25 km west of the Libyan—Egyptian
border (29°44,864N 24°31,231E). Situated within the
Libyan Desert (Fig. 1), the oasis is characterized by an
arid climate with extremely low annual rainfall, high
summer temperatures and sparse desert vegetation.
Despite these harsh conditions, Al-Jaghbub supports

A single long-tailed dove (Oena capensis) was spotted in
Al-Jaghbub oasis in eastern Libya. It was captured on 9th
May 2026, by a local hunter and documented with a
digital camera. The hunter then contacted the Libyan
Society for Birds, sending photographs of the bird for
identification. The images clearly show that the bird is an
adult male perching on electric wires, distinguished by its
black head and throat, gray body, long, pointed tail, and
reddish beak all characteristics that match the species (fig.
2 and 3). The same bird had previously been sighted in
the same location in September of 2024 and 2025, but it
was not photographed on those occasions. The bird
recorded in 2026 remained in the area for three days. It
was seen on the ground, on the walls of old buildings near
the Zawiya Senussi (a landmark in Jaghbub), and on
power lines. In all sightings, only a solitary bird was seen.
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Fig. 2. lateral view of long-tailed dove (Oena capensis).

Fig. 3. Ventral view of long-tailed dove (Oena
capensis).

Discussion

The present observation represents the first documented
record of the Namaqua Dove Oena capensis in Libya and
fills an important geographical gap in the known
distribution of the species across North Africa. Although
0. capensis is widespread throughout sub-Saharan Africa
and occurs in the Arabian Peninsula and Madagascar
(Baptista et al., 2020), its occurrence in the central
Mediterranean region has historically been limited.
During the last two decades, however, the species has
exhibited a progressive northward expansion, with
breeding populations becoming established in southern
Egypt and increasing numbers of records from Algeria
and Western Sahara (Hering et al., 2015; Lawicki, 2020;
Haddad et al., 2023). The Libyan record reported here is
consistent with this broader pattern of range expansion.

The nearest established populations are currently known
from the Nile Valley and oases of southern Egypt, where
the species has expanded considerably since the late
twentieth century (Hering et al., 2015). Al-Jaghbub Oasis
lies only about 25 km west of the Egyptian border and is
ecologically connected to the chain of desert oases
extending across the Libyan and Egyptian deserts. Such
oases provide permanent water, cultivated areas, scattered
trees and abundant seed resources that are known to be
favoured by O. capensis (Baptista et al., 2020). The
appearance of the species at Al-Jaghbub therefore

represents a plausible westward extension from Egyptian
populations rather than an isolated long-distance
vagrancy.

The observation also illustrates the importance of
desert oases as ecological stepping stones facilitating bird
movements across the Sahara. Although the surrounding
landscape consists largely of hyper-arid desert, oasis
habitats provide essential resources that allow both
resident and dispersing birds to survive in otherwise
inhospitable environments (Azafzaf et al., 2005; Smart et
al., 2006). Several bird species have expanded their
distributions across North Africa by exploiting networks
of irrigated agricultural land and oasis habitats, and O.
capensis appears to follow a similar ecological pattern
(Hering et al., 2015; Lawicki, 2020).

An intriguing aspect of the present record is the reported
occurrence of the same species at the same locality during
September 2024 and September 2025, although these
earlier observations  were not  documented
photographically. While these sightings cannot be
considered formal records, they suggest that O. capensis
may have visited Al-Jaghbub repeatedly before its
photographic  confirmation in  2026. Repeated
observations over successive years may indicate regular
seasonal dispersal or exploratory movements rather than
a single accidental occurrence. Similar patterns have
preceded the establishment of breeding populations
elsewhere in North Africa, where isolated records were
followed by increasingly frequent observations and,
ultimately, successful breeding (Hering et al., 2015;
Haddad et al., 2023). Nevertheless, additional evidence is
required before any conclusions can be drawn regarding
the establishment of the species in Libya.

Only a single adult male was observed during all
documented encounters, and no female, juvenile or
evidence of breeding was detected. Consequently, the
present record should be interpreted as documenting the
occurrence of the species in Libya rather than
demonstrating the existence of a resident or breeding
population. Continued ornithological monitoring of Al-
Jaghbub and neighbouring desert oases, particularly
during spring and autumn, will be essential to determine
whether the species occurs regularly, overwinters, or
eventually establishes breeding populations in eastern
Libya.

More broadly, this discovery emphasizes that the Libyan
avifauna remains incompletely documented despite
recent comprehensive reviews (Isenmann et al., 2016).
Increasing observer coverage, the growing use of digital
photography, and collaboration between local observers
and organizations such as the Libyan Society for Birds are
contributing to the detection of previously overlooked or
newly arriving species. Recent years have witnessed
several additions to the Libyan bird list, many involving
species undergoing range expansions or changes in
distribution (Elsowayeb and Etayeb, 2022; Eisa and
Etayeb, 2022, 2024; Eisa et al., 2025; Etayeb and Elkrew,
2025; Etayeb et al., 2025a, b; Buirzaygah and Etayeb,
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2025; Buirzayqah et al., 2026; Nuwayji et al., 2026). The
first documented record of Oena capensis therefore
contributes not only to the national checklist but also to
the understanding of contemporary biogeographical
changes affecting North African birds under changing
environmental and climatic conditions.
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