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Bird Diversity in Some Wetlands of Benghazi, Libya
Magdolin Alfaghi, Abdulnasser Eisa, Hudi Alhaddad, Zakaria Aboumonji, Khaled Etayeb.

Libya is characterized by a great diversity of wetlands, in general, most of the
wetlands in Libya are in the form of very shallow, saline or open basins, which are
dry or semi-dry most of the year and sometimes connected to the sea (sabkhas), most
of which attract different species of birds. This study aimed to classify the study areas
according to the criteria of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands and to identify the bird
species that existed in the areas during the seasons, as well as to determine the status
of the species in terms of threatening. This study was conducted during the period from
January to December 2023, included three wetlands (July 23 Lake, Julyana Lake and
Qanfudah Sabkha) in the city of Benghazi. It was found that Julyana Lake and July
23 Lake are classified under type J: coastal salt lakes, while Qanfudah Sabkha is
classified under type R: seasonal salt lakes and flats. This study recorded a total of
47,680 birds belonging to 96 species, 67 of which were aquatic and 29 non-aquatic.
Julyana lake was distinguished as the highest diversity compared to the rest of the
study areas, while Qanfudha area was the highest in abundance. This study recorded
significant differences in the numbers of bird species between the seasons of the year
in the study areas, where fall season was the highest in diversity, while winter was the
least diverse. During this study, a total of twenty- one endangered species were
recorded.
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Mareca strepera Gadwall Syl by 1 - -
Anas acuta Northern Pintail dW& Jgk 6 - -
Anas crecca Eurasian Teal (Syd Sl 7 - -
Spatula clypeata Northern Shoveler Sy ol by 4 - -
Anseriformes Anatidae Spatula querquedula Garganey o Bl 2 - -
Marmaz"onetfa Marbled Teal By D 1 - -
angustirostris
Aythya ferina Common Pochard gl e 1 - -
Aythya nyroca Ferruginous Duck ol sl 2 - -
Suliformes Phalacrocoracidae| Phalacrocorax carbo Great Cormorant 2SI el ol 1 - 13
Podiceps nigricollis Black-necked Grebe 131 sgul et 15 - -
Podicipediformes Podicipedidae Tachybaptus ruficollis Little Grebe o ol 230 | - 1
Podiceps cristatus Great Crested Grebe 7S gy b 5 - -
Bubulcus ibis Cattle Egret Lol 0galy 120 | 265 22
Pelecaniformes Ardeidae Egretta garzetta Little Egret e el 0sady (205 — 10
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Ardea alba Great White Egret 7S el Ogidy - - 1
Nycticorax nycticorax Black-crowned Night- oW agl [ ogads | 4 - -
heron
Ardeola ralloides Squacco Heron S Oy 24 | - -
Ardea cinerea Grey Heron (Syley Ogidy 75 | 22 -
Ardea purpurea Purple Heron Sl Ogad 2 - -
Threskiornithidae| Plegadis falcinellus Glossy Ibis W Jomia 7 - -
[Phoenicopteriformes|Phoenicopteridae | Phoenicopterus roseus Greater Flamingo 2 gsgdiabdtl |5 14 -
Accipitriformes Pandionidae Pandion haliaetus Osprey (Sl s 1 - -
Accipitridae Circus aeruginosus Western Marsh—harrier Slaznd! ) 0 4 - -
Recurvirostra avosetta Pied Avocet @l oS 3 - -
Recurvirostridae Himantopus . .
. Black-winged Stilt Jyadt gl 8 | - -
Himantopus
Charadrius dubius Little Ringed Plover o Ble blald | 4 - -
Charadrius hiaticula | Common Ringed Plover | st gghs bukd | 92 | 16 -
Charadriidae Amarhynchus Kentish Plover S blaks 175 | 172 -
alexandrinus ¥
Pluvialis apricaria Eurasian Golden Plover (B3 blilad 1 - -
Pluvialis squatarola Grey Plover ($5lsy blikd - -
Calidris canutus Red Knot ol dgys 6 - -
Calidris alba Sanderling slay %5 36 | - -
Calidris pugnax Ruff U gomdt 6 - -
Calidris alpina Dunlin b pine %45 36 | 373 -
Calidris ferruginea Curlew Sandpiper i1y Sagys 25 | 43 -
Calidris minuta Little Stint 8o d%y5 125 | 80 -
Arenaria interpres Ruddy Turnstone oLt 8y 8 - -
Actitis hypoleucos Common Sandpiper B sshb 60 | - 1
Scolopacidae Tringa glareola Wood Sandpiper LA sl b 2 - -
Tringa ochropus Green Sandpiper el (sslad 16 | - -
Charadriiformes Tringa totanus Common Redshank Sl g | 19 | 51 -
Tringa erythropus Spotted Redshank Ly Gl g5k | 5 - -
Tringa nebularia Common Greenshank | 3LJi jesf sk | 4 - -
Tringa stagnatilis Marsh Sandpiper Ozl (8 sl 2 - -
Limosa limosa Black-tailed Godwit a0 15 g Aoy 1 - -
Numenius arquata Eurasian Curlew sl 01y 8 6 6 -
Numenius phaeopus Eurasian whimbrel phaalt sl 01y S 1 - -
Gallinago gallinago Common Snipe SR 2 - -
Chroicocephalus
. Black-headed Gull o agt g (101211095 | 1300
ridibundus
Chroicocephalus genei Slender-billed Gull S Bliens oy (184 1 -
Larus michahellis Yellow-legged Gull Bl ol g | 22 | 733 2
Laridae Larus marinus Great Black-backed Gull | .S gl s5uf oye | 1 9 -
Larus fuscus Lesser Black-backed Gull | jav gt gl oyy |411 [ 1309 15
Ichthyaetus audouinii Audouin's Gull 93l g 1 - -
m:;l:ﬁi:;:;us Mediterranean Gull ﬂy‘;a:’:“ ¥ 2 - -
Ichthyaetus ichthyaetus Pallas's Gull 2S5 i agul oy | 1 - -
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bed Wb Ak A1 (Y am el 699

Sternula albiftons Little Tern Sphep dads - 5 - -
Thalasseus sandvicensis Sandwich Tern Sggbile Ak > 25 | - 3
Thalasseus bengalensis Lesser Crested Tern Sy drgu it (255 — -
Gelochelidon nilotica Gull-billed Tern Sl dyg i | 2 1 4
Sternidae
Sterna hirundo Common Tern Als dud 10 | - -
Hydroprogne caspia Caspian Tern Loy dud 37| - -
Chlidonias niger Black Tern £13 gos i 5 116 | - 2
Chlidonias hibrida Whiskered Tern Lgea L 4 - -
Gallinula chloropus Common Moorhen s\l dorlors 22 | - 1
Gruiformes Rallidae
Fulica atra Common Coot Lelyol o8 12 | - -
Alcedinidae Alcedo atthis Common Kingfisher g eedisee |13 | - -
Coraciiformes
Meropidae Merops apiaster European Bee—eater @09 oy 1 - -
Hirundinidae Hirundo rustica Barn Swallow Uybelt g 150 | 12 20
Passeridae Passer domesticus House Sparrow 7 899 2500 200 50
Fringillinae Serinus serinus European Serin ansd S 1 - -
Sturnidae Sturnus vulgaris Common Starling L g3t 5000129500 250
Oriolidae Oriolus oriolus Eurasian Golden Oriole S pheo 2 - -
Laniidae Lanius meridionalis Iberian grey shrike $3\sy 3,0 1 1 -
Phylloscopidae | Phylloscopus collybita Common Chiffchaff Wil ByLeds 61 | - -
Saxicola rubetra ‘Whinchat A alh 1 - -
Saxicola rubicola Common Stonechat P RERY 6 - -
Passeriformes Muscicapidae Oenanthe oenanthe Northern Wheatear W gl - -
Phoenicurus
3 Common Redstart dnils ol 1 - -
phoenicurus
Motacilla flava Western Yellow Wagtail sl iall 56001 6 - -
Motacillidae Motacilla alba White Wagtail sl s 88 | 60 -
Anthus trivialis Tree Pipit JESA[R T 1 - -
Ammomanes deserti Desert Lark ol praall 8B 4 - -
Alaudidae
Galerida cristata Crested Lark g b 1] 1 -
Turdidae Turdus merula Eurasian Blackbird 39l 1 1 -
Sylviidae Sylvia atricapilla Eurasian Blackcap 8 gl ool 1 - -
Bucerotiformes Upupidae Upupa epops Common Hoopoe PSS (NEXC] 1 - 1
Apodiformes Apodidae Apus apus Common Swift Anls dele? 22 | - -
Strigiformes Strigidae Athene noctua Little Owl Skt gy 1 - -
Falconiformes Falconidae Falco tinnunculus Common Kestrel B Guge - 1 -
Buteo rufinus Long-legged Buzzard Ll Jusb alg 1 - -
Accipitriformes Accipitridae
Buteo lagopus Rough-legged Buzzard | oLl o5 ols~ - 1 -
Columba livia Rock Dove (S alad! 19 | 500 20
Spilopelia senegalensis Laughing Dove Sl alet 1 - -
Columbiformes Columbidae prop - & - gune ¢
Streptopelia decaocto | Eurasian Collared-dove Gl aled) 1|11 -
Streptopelia turtur European Turtle-dove ¥ 2 | 21 -
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B AL 834Gl yadall p150 1(4) o3y Jgur

kall Y- ol @t gLt ) @A et B2
Marmaronetta
IUCN RED LIST NT . . Marbled teal oy S 1
angustirostris
IUCN RED LIST vuU Aythya ferina Common Pochard B gyl 2
IUCN RED LIST NT Aythya nyroca Ferruginous duck oW ol 9l 3
RAC-SPA T Pandion haliaetus Ospery Sylwd S 4
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RAC-SPA T Amarhynchus Kentish plover SSu) bolalad 5
alexandrinus )
IUCN RED LIST vuU Pluvialis squatarola Grey plover by blikd 6
IUCN RED LIST NT Calidris canutus Red Knot el Agys 7
IUCN RED LIST vuU Arenaria interpre RuddyTurnstone IO 8
IUCN RED LIST NT Calidris alpina Dunlin §piin 3y 9
IUCN RED LIST vU Calidris ferruginea Curlew sandpiper Lty S agys 10
IUCN RED LIST NT Limosa limosa Black-taild godwit ORUPATPE VIV 11
IUCN RED LIST NT Numenius Arquata Eurasian Curlew RISy 12
RAC-SPA T Chroicocephalus genei Slender-Billed gull S Biens o353 13
RAC-SPA T Tehthyaetus Mediterranean gull Ywgdt ool g 14
melanocephalus
RAC-SPA, IUCN vU Ichthyaetus audouinii Audouin's gull ot9dl g 15
RED LIST
RAC-SPA T Sternula albifions Little tern JEWR 16
RAC-SPA T Thalasseus sandvicensis Sandwich tern Syl il 17
RAC-SPA T Hydroprogne caspia Caspian tern Lagg P dads > 18
RAC-SPA T Thalasseus bengalensis Lesser Crested tern gl A B0 19
IUCN RED LIST vuU Lanius meridionalis Iberian grey shrike 3y 3,0 20
IUCN RED LIST vuU Sterptopelia turtur Europ(:)r:eTurtle— 399Y &l 21

(Gaskell, 2005; ailus a5y @ by (2,15 jpdall £58 o e 2kl 2 Jyls )
Smart et al, 2006; EGA-RAC/SPA,2012; Elbabour, 2018,
Etayeb eral, 2023)

Of grall oy (DLl (LSS UNizul &g B 2 )l g 35548 bl 2l
oy S bl Ll Ll caledll jsclall g1l 161 sae o e ST 3301 0SS
sl Cdg sy (o) Jam 3 ULl GlSa sgmg 38 308 slasl o ledl 35
Jaiis wals AL s gl ads OV OV olte U1 fas led) e 8087
gll S Pl e TS T el a5 o tall W DL il
oLl g adey aaladl Glak Ty (Weiser and Powell., 2011) a5
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